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(57) ABSTRACT

Techniques for managing caching use of a solid state device
are disclosed. In some embodiments, the techniques may be
realized as a method for managing caching use of a solid state
device. Management of the caching use may include receiv-
ing, at a host device, notification of failure of a solid state
device. In response to the notification a cache mode may be
set to uncached. In uncached mode input/output (I/O)
requests may be directed to uncached storage (e.g., disk).
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1
METHODS FOR MANAGING FAILURE OF A
SOLID STATE DEVICE IN A CACHING
STORAGE

This application claims benefit under 35 U.S.C. §119(e) of
U.S. Provisional Patent Application No. 61/651,468, entitled
“Methods For Managing Caching Use Of A Solid State
Device,” filed May 24,2012, which is expressly incorporated
herein by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

Caching is the temporary storage of data for subsequent
retrieval. Memory devices are often used to store data pro-
vided by a computer program. Examples of memory storage
devices include, but are not limited to, solid-state drives, hard
disk drives, and optical drives. These types of storage devices
are inexpensive and hold large amounts of data. However, one
tradeoff for their economic value is that they are slow com-
pared to other components used in a computer. For example,
a consumer hard drive can store terabytes of data cheaply, but
has a maximum theoretical transfer rate of 300 megabytes
(MB) per second. Random access memory (RAM) is faster in
performance but higher in price, with a maximum theoretical
transfer rate of 12.8 gigabytes (GB) per second. A central
processing unit (CPU) with specialized memory known as
level 1 (I.1) cache or level 2 (L2) cache has even better
performance but at an even higher price, with a transfer rate of
16 GB per second, or over fifty times faster than the storage
device.

Because computer components exhibit this tradeoff
between price and performance, a technique known as cach-
ing may be used to increase, or accelerate, overall system
performance. Caching may be used to store data requested
from one component, into another component, to speed future
requests for the same data. The data stored in a cache often
may be values previously requested by a software application,
by an operating system, or by another hardware component.
Caching organizes a small amount of fast-access memory and
a large amount of slow-access memory. The first time that a
value is requested, the data is not in the cache, so the requested
value is retrieved from the slow-access memory. In a cache,
when the value is retrieved from the slow-access memory, the
value is sent to the component that requested it, and the value
also is stored in the fast-access memory for future requests.
The next time that the same value is requested by the operat-
ing system or by any other program, the value is retrieved
from the fast-access memory, with the result that the overall
system performance is faster, or accelerated, by virtue of the
value being available from the fast-access memory. By using
faster memory components to cache data, the more requests
that can be served from the cache instead of the slower storage
device, and the faster the overall system performance.

However, failure of the faster memory components fre-
quently results in disruption or downtime of applications and
processes relying on the caching. Additionally, replacing or
adding faster memory components to a system can result in
downtime or disruption of applications relying on the host. In
view of the foregoing, it may be understood that there may be
significant problems and shortcomings associated with cur-
rent technologies for caching using faster memory compo-
nents.

SUMMARY OF THE DISCLOSURE

Techniques for managing caching use of a solid state
device are disclosed. In some embodiments, the techniques
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may be realized as a method for managing caching use of a
solid state device. Management of the caching use may
include receiving, at a host device, notification of failure of a
solid state device. In response to the notification a cache mode
may be set to uncached. In uncached mode input/output (I/O)
requests may be directed to uncached storage (e.g., disk).

In accordance with additional aspects of this exemplary
embodiment, the techniques may further include receiving, at
the host device, notification of a detected solid state device. In
response to detection of a solid state device, the solid state
device may be initialized. Upon initialization a cache mode
may be set to cached. In a cached mode, input/output requests
may be directed to the solid state device.

According to some embodiments, upon detection of a solid
state device cache management software of a host device may
verify that a storage size of the host device is the same as a
prior failed cache device.

According to some embodiments, cache management soft-
ware may receive an indication of a partition on a solid state
device to use for caching, a storage size indication, or another
indicator of an available amount of cache space on a solid
state device. Cache management software of a host device
may adjust an amount of data cached according to an amount
of cache space available on a detected solid state device.
According to some embodiments, cache management soft-
ware may identify an amount of storage space available on a
detected solid state device and may adjust an amount of data
cached according to the amount of cache space available on
the detected solid state device.

In accordance with further aspects of this exemplary
embodiment, the host device may comprise at least one of: an
enterprise server, a database server, a workstation, a com-
puter, a mobile phone, a game device, a personal digital
assistant (PDA), an email/text messaging device, a digital
camera, a digital media (e.g., MP3) player, a GPS navigation
device, and a TV system.

The present disclosure will now be described in more detail
with reference to exemplary embodiments thereof as shown
in the accompanying drawings. While the present disclosure
is described below with reference to exemplary embodi-
ments, it should be understood that the present disclosure is
not limited thereto. Those of ordinary skill in the art having
access to the teachings herein will recognize additional
implementations, modifications, and embodiments, as well as
other fields of use, which are within the scope of the present
disclosure as described herein, and with respect to which the
present disclosure may be of significant utility.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

In order to facilitate a fuller understanding of the present
disclosure, reference is now made to the accompanying draw-
ings, in which like elements are referenced with like numer-
als. These drawings should not be construed as limiting the
present disclosure, but are intended to be exemplary only.

FIG. 1 shows an exemplary block diagram depicting a solid
state device in communication with a host device, in accor-
dance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2A provides an exemplary block diagram depicting a
host device encountering a problem with a solid state device,
in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 2B shows an exemplary block diagram depicting a
solid state device resuming communication with a host
device, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.
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FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary module for handling caching
during solid state device failure, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 4 depicts a flowchart illustrating caching using a solid
state device, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure.

FIG. 5 depicts a flowchart illustrating management of
caching during failure of a solid state device, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present disclosure.

FIG. 6 depicts a flowchart illustrating resumption of cach-
ing after detection of a solid state device, in accordance with
an embodiment of the present disclosure.

DESCRIPTION

The present disclosure relates to cache management pro-
viding graceful handling of failure of cache devices. The
cache management may include receiving, at a host device,
notification of failure of a solid state device. Inresponse to the
notification a cache mode may be set to uncached. In
uncached mode input/output (I/O) requests may be directed
to uncached storage (e.g., disk).

Cache management techniques may also include receiv-
ing, at a host device, notification of a detected solid state
device. In response to detection of the solid state device, the
solid state device may be initialized. Upon initialization a
cache mode may be set to cached. In a cached mode, input/
output requests may be directed to the solid state device.
Cache management techniques are discussed in further detail
below.

Turning now to the drawings, FI1G. 1 is an exemplary block
diagram depicting a solid state device in communication with
a host device, in accordance with an embodiment of the
present disclosure. FIG. 1 includes a number of computing
technologies such as a host 10, application 20, caching soft-
ware 30, a bus 50, a cache device 60, a memory device
controller 70, a memory 80, an Error Correcting Code (ECC)
memory block 90, and a host interface 100. The bus 50 may
use suitable interfaces standard including, but not limited to,
Serial Advanced Technology Attachment (SATA), Advanced
Technology Attachment (ATA), Small Computer System
Interface (SCSI), PCl-extended (PCI-X), Fibre Channel,
Serial Attached SCSI (SAS), Secure Digital (SD), Embedded
Multi-Media Card (EMMC), Universal Flash Storage (UFS)
and Peripheral Component Interconnect Express (PCle).

Asusedherein, the phrase “in communication with” means
in direct communication with or in indirect communication
with via one or more components named or unnamed herein
(e.g., amemory card reader). The host 10 and the cache device
60 can be in communication with each other via a wired or
wireless connection and may be local to or remote from one
another. According to some embodiments, the cache device
60 can include pins (or a socket) to mate with a corresponding
socket (or pins) on the host 10 to establish an electrical and
physical connection. According to one or more other embodi-
ments, the cache device 60 includes a wireless transceiver to
place the host 10 and cache device 60 in wireless communi-
cation with each other.

The host 10 can take any suitable form, such as, but not
limited to, an enterprise server, a database host, a workstation,
a personal computer, a mobile phone, a game device, a per-
sonal digital assistant (PDA), an email/text messaging device,
a digital camera, a digital media (e.g., MP3) player, a GPS
navigation device, and a TV system. The cache device 60 can
also take any suitable form, such as, but not limited to, a
universal serial bus (USB) device, amemory card (e.g., an SD
card), a hard disk drive (HDD), a solid state device (SSD), and
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aredundant array of independent disks (RAID). Also, instead
of'the host device 10 and the cache device 60 being separately
housed from each other, such as when the host 10 is an
enterprise server and the cache device 60 is an external card,
the host 10 and the cache device 60 can be contained in the
same housing, such as when the host 10 is a notebook com-
puter and the cache device 60 is a hard disk drive (HDD) or
solid-state device (SSD) internal to the housing of the com-
puter.

As shown in FIG. 1, the host 10 can include application 20
and caching software 30. In general, application 20 may
reside on host 10 or remote from host 10. Application 20 may
request data from caching software 30. Caching software 30
may be configured to send input/output (I/O) requests to
cache device 60 via the bus 50. Caching software 30 may
direct input/output (I/O) requests for data not stored on cache
device 60 to storage 40. The memory 80 stores data for use by
the host10. The cache device 60 contains a host interface 100,
which is configured to receive commands from and send
acknowledgments to the host 10 using the interface standard
appropriate for the bus 50. The cache device 60 may also
contain a memory device controller 70 operative to control
various operations of the cache device 60, an optional Error
Correcting Code (ECC) memory block 90 to perform ECC
operations, and the memory 80 itself.

The memory 80 can take any suitable form, such as, but not
limited to, a solid-state memory (e.g., flash memory, or solid
state device (SSD)), optical memory, and magnetic memory.
While the memory 80 is preferably non-volatile, a volatile
memory also can be used. Also, the memory 80 can be one-
time programmable, few-time programmable, or many-time
programmable. In one embodiment, the memory 80 takes the
form of a raw NAND die; however, a raw NOR die or other
form of solid state memory can be used.

The host 10 and the cache device 60 can include additional
components, which are not shown in FIG. 1 to simplify the
drawing. Also, in some embodiments, not all of the compo-
nents shown are present. Further, the various controllers,
blocks, and interfaces can be implemented in any suitable
fashion. For example, a controller can take the form of one or
more of a microprocessor or processor and a computer-read-
able medium that stores computer-readable program code
(e.g., software or firmware) executable by the (micro)proces-
sor, logic gates, switches, an application specific integrated
circuit (ASIC), a programmable logic controller, and an
embedded microcontroller, for example.

Storage 40 may utilize a redundant array of inexpensive
disks (“RAID”), magnetic tape, disk, Direct-attached storage
(DAS), a storage area network (“SAN”), an internet small
computer systems interface (“iSCSI”’) SAN, a Fibre Channel
SAN, a common Internet File System (“CIFS”), network
attached storage (“NAS”), a network file system (“NFS”), or
other computer accessible storage.

Caching software 30 may receive 1/O requests from appli-
cation 20 and may forward requests for cached data to cache
device 60 and may return retrieved data. Caching software 30
may forward I/O requests for uncached data to storage 40 and
may return retrieved data. According to some embodiments,
caching software 30 may implement one or more caching
algorithms to improve cache performance. For example,
caching software 30 may implement one or more of a Least
Recently Used (LRU) algorithm, a Least Frequently Used
(LFU) algorithm, a Most Recently Used algorithm, or another
caching algorithm.

FIG. 2A provides an exemplary block diagram depicting a
host device encountering a problem with a solid state device,
in accordance with an embodiment of the present disclosure.
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As illustrated in FIG. 2A, cache device 60 may fail, be
removed, lose power, or otherwise be inaccessible to host 10.
According to some embodiments, caching software 30 may
allow caching operations to operate without perceived 1/O
errors to application 20 or a user of application 20. Caching
software 30 may thus allow for graceful failure and/or hot
swapping of a cache device.

As illustrated in FIG. 2A, memory device 110 may fail or
otherwise be inaccessible to host 10. Caching software may
set a caching mode to uncached. In an uncached mode all /O
requests received by caching software 30 may be directed to
storage 40. Caching may be performed in a read-through
cache mode, a write-through cache mode, or another caching
mode in which loss of a cache will not result in loss of data.
1/O requests which are sent to cache prior to failure but not yet
returned may return with a failure. These [/O requests may be
a small number if any and may be handled without significant
or discernible impact to an application or an application user.
A failed I/O request may be retried and successfully serviced
by caching software 30 from storage 40. Caching operations
may continue in an uncached mode without disruption to
application 20 or host 10.

According to one or more embodiments, caching may be
performed using Solid State Devices (SSDs). SSD removal or
failure may cause an event trigger. For example, a SCSI
notifier function or a fibre channel Registered State Change
Notification (RSCN) may fire. Caching software 30 may be
registered to receive such notifications from such notifiers.
Caching software 30 may implement a device notifier handler
to react to such events.

According to some embodiments, an alternative or an addi-
tional notification mechanism may be implemented. A device
manager subsystem may be notified when cache device 60 is
removed. For example, in a Linux™ implementation a udev
subsystem may be notified via a netlink socket. Scripts or
other executable code may be triggered in response to the
device manager notification which notify caching software
30. Upon receipt of the notification caching software 30 may
put the caching status to an uncached mode and may direct all
subsequent I/Os to storage 40. In embodiments, in which
multiple notification mechanisms are implemented, caching
software 30 may handle a first notification and ignore dupli-
cate subsequent notifications. Other implementations of
caching software 30 may be implemented on Windows™,
Vmware™, Mac OS X™, Solaris™, or other platforms.

According to some embodiments, caching software 30
may log the error and/or may perform one or more additional
actions. Caching software 30 may generate a notification via
email, Short Message Service (SMS), HTTP, or other elec-
tronic communication. According to embodiments in which a
plurality of cache devices are available, a portion of an alter-
native cache device may be allocated.

FIG. 2B shows an exemplary block diagram depicting a
solid state device resuming communication with a host
device, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure. Cache device 210 may be a same device as cache
device 60 or a new cache device. For example, a cache device
may regain power and come back online or a failed device
may be replaced with a new cache device. Caching software
30 may detect or receive notification of the presence of cache
device 210. Upon detection of cache device 210, caching
software 30 may determine if a memory size of cache device
210 is the same as previously allocated. According to some
embodiments, if a memory size is different an error may be
returned. Caching software 30 may receive an indication of a
partition on a solid state device to use for caching, a storage
size indication, or another indicator of an available amount of
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cache space on a solid state device. According to other
embodiments, caching software 30 may adjust an amount of
data cached according to an amount of cache space available
on a detected solid state device. Caching software 30 may
identify an amount of storage space available on a detected
solid state device and may decrease an amount of data cached
if a cache device size is smaller than expected or may increase
an amount of data cache if a cache device size is larger than
expected.

After verification of the cache size or adjustment of the
cache size, caching software 30 may reinitialize the cache.
Upon completion of reinitialization, caching software 30 may
set a cache mode from uncached to cached. After the mode
change, I/O requests received by caching software 30 may be
directed to cache device 210.

Caching software 30 may receive a notification of a cache
device through one or more notification mechanisms.
According to some embodiments, a notification mechanism
may verify that a cache device is a same cache device, may
provide an indication of an available cache size, and/or may
provide other cache device information. According to some
embodiments, when a cache device is added a notification is
provided via a device manager. For example, in a Linux™
implementation a udev subsystem may be notified via a
netlink socket. Scripts or other executable code may be trig-
gered in response to the device manager notification which
notify caching software 30. Upon receipt of the notification
caching software 30 may reinitialize cache as if it were a cold
cache. Upon completion of initialization, caching software 30
may set a cache status to cached.

Caching software 30 also may provide a mechanism to put
the caching software into an uncached mode without failure
or removal of cache. For example, backup software may
access all data in storage for a full backup regardless of
whether such data has been recently used, frequently used, or
even accessed atall. The read requests associated with backup
software may skew statistics used for caching software. Cach-
ing software 30 may allow a manual setting to an uncached
mode to prevent caching statistics from being distorted in
response to backup or archive read requests. Similarly, cach-
ing software 30 may permit setting to an uncached mode to
avoid distortion of statistics in response to an anti-virus scan.
According to some embodiments, caching software 30 may
receive information about a process requesting data or gen-
erating I/Os and may exclude or include I/O requests in cach-
ing statistics based on a source of an I/O request. /O sources
may be identified by users, applications, groups, subnets, or
other criteria associated with an 1/O request. For example,
1/Os generated by a virus scan, a backup process, an archive
process, a software installation, a software upgrade, and/or
other specified processes may be excluded from caching sta-
tistics. According to some embodiments, caching software 30
may permit prioritization of I/O caching statistics. For
example, /O associated with certain higher priority applica-
tions or users may be ranked higher. Such higher ranked I/O
may be flushed from cache less frequently. Some embodi-
ments may permit identification of lower priority applications
for which data is less likely to be cached or applications for
which data may expire from cache quicker. In one or more
embodiments, caching software 30 different priority 1/O
sources may be allocated different amount of cache space.

FIG. 3 depicts an exemplary module for handling caching
during solid state device failure, in accordance with an
embodiment of the present disclosure. As illustrated in FIG.
3, caching module 310 may contain SSD detection module
320, I/O redirection module 330, cache initialization module
340, and cache adjustment module 350.
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SSD detection module 320 may detect cache device status
changes or receive notifications of such changes. For
example, SSD detection module 320 may detect or receive
notification of a cache device failure or a cache device coming
online. A SCSI notifier function or a fibre channel Registered
State Change Notification (RSCN) may fire. SSD Detection
module 320 may be registered to receive such notifications
from such notifiers. SSD Detection module 320 may imple-
ment a device notifier handler to react to such events.

According to some embodiments, an alternative or an addi-
tional notification mechanism may be implemented. A device
manager subsystem may be notified when cache device 60 is
removed. For example, in a Linux™ implementation a udev
subsystem may be notified via a netlink socket. Scripts or
other executable code may be triggered in response to the
device manager notification which notify SSD Detection
module 320. Upon receipt of the notification, SSD detection
module 320 may put the caching status to an uncached mode
and may direct all subsequent I/Os to storage 40. In embodi-
ments, in which multiple notification mechanisms are imple-
mented, SSD detection module 320 may handle a first noti-
fication and ignore duplicate subsequent notifications. Other
implementations of SSD detection module 320 may be imple-
mented on Windows™, Vmware™, Mac OS X™, Solaris™,
or other platforms.

1/O redirection module 330 may respond to changes in
cache device status. SSD detection module 320 may provide
device status change information to I/O redirection module
330. /O redirection module 330 may redirect I[/Os directly to
source storage (e.g., disk) when a caching mode is changed to
uncached. I/O redirection module 330 may redirect /Os to a
cache device upon notification that a caching status mode is
changed to cached.

Cache initialization module 340 may initialize new cache
devices or reinitialize cache devices coming back online.
Cache may be initialized as cold cache. Upon completion of
initialization, cache initialization module may notify 1/O
redirection module 330.

Cache adjustment module 350 may adapt caching software
to different size caches coming online. According to some
embodiments, cache adjustment module 350 may return an
error if a cache device coming online is of a different size than
an expected cache size. Cache adjustment module 350 may
receive an indication of a partition on a solid state device to
use for caching, a storage size indication, or another indicator
of'an available amount of cache space on a solid state device.
According to some embodiments, cache adjustment module
350 may adjust an amount of data cached according to an
amount of cache space available on a detected solid state
device. caching software 30 may identify an amount of stor-
age space available on a detected solid state device and may
decrease an amount of data cached if a cache device size is
smaller than expected or may increase an amount of data
cache if a cache device size is larger than expected.

FIG. 4 depicts a flowchart illustrating caching using a solid
state device, in accordance with an embodiment of the present
disclosure. The process 400, however, is exemplary only. The
process 400 can be altered, e.g., by having stages added,
changed, removed, or rearranged.

At stage 402 a request is received for data at a caching
module. At stage 404 a determination may be made as to
whether requested data is cached. According to some embodi-
ments, this determination may be made by sending an I/O
request to cache and determining whether the result is a cache
hit or cache miss (e.g., a successful attempt to read or write
data or a failed attempt to read or write data). If the requested
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data is in cache the method 400 may continue at stage 406. If
the requested data is not in cache the method 400 may con-
tinue at block 410.

If requested data is available in cache, at stage 406 data
may be retrieved from cache and returned to a requestor. At
stage 408, cache statistics may be updated to reflect the
request.

If requested data is not available in cache, at stage 410 the
requested data may be retrieved from storage and returned to
a requestor. At stage 412 caching statistics may be updated.
The method 400 may continue at stage 414.

At stage 414, it may be determined whether requested data
meets a caching threshold. In some embodiments, all data
read or written as an I/O may be cached initially and then aged
out if not accessed (e.g., purged from cache according to one
or more caching algorithms). For example, a least-recently
used, least-frequently used, most-recently used, or other
caching algorithm may be used. According to some embodi-
ments, cache management software may evaluate one or more
indicators associated with an I/O request and/or associated
data. For example, the source of an I/O request may be evalu-
ated to determine whether it is a high priority /O request. At
stage 416, if an /O request meets a caching threshold, the
cache may be updated to include the data of the 1/O. At stage
418, if an I/O request does not meet a caching threshold, the
cache may be not be updated to include the data of the I/O.

FIG. 5 depicts a flowchart illustrating management of
caching during failure of a solid state device, in accordance
with an embodiment of the present disclosure. The process
500, however, is exemplary. The process 500 can be altered,
e.g., by having stages added, changed, removed, or rear-
ranged.

At stage 502, notification may be received that a SSD is
unavailable. According to some embodiments, a Small Com-
puter System Interface (SCSI) notifier function or a fibre
channel Registered State Change Notification (RSCN) can
fire. A device notifier handler may be implemented by cache
management software to react to such events. According to
some embodiments, an alternative or an additional notifica-
tion mechanism may be implemented. A device manager
subsystem may be notified when cache device 60 is removed.
For example, in a Linux™ implementation a udev subsystem
may be notified via a netlink socket. Scripts or other execut-
able code may be triggered in response to the device manager
notification which notify cache management software. In
embodiments, in which multiple notification mechanisms are
implemented, cache management software may handle a first
notification and ignore duplicate subsequent notifications.
Other embodiments of cache management software may be
implemented on Windows™, Vmware™, Mac OS X™,
Solaris™, or other platforms.

Upon receipt of the notification that the SSD cache is
unavailable, at stage 504 cache management sofiware may
put the caching status to an uncached mode. At stage 506, 1/O
requests which are sent to cache prior to failure but not yet
returned may return with a failure. These [/O requests may be
a small number if any and may be handled without significant
or discernible impact to an application or an application user.
A failed I/O request may be retried and successfully serviced
by caching software from storage 40. Caching operations
may continue in an uncached mode without disruption to
applications or hosts. At stage 508, in progress and future [/Os
may be redirected to storage (e.g., disk).

FIG. 6 depicts a flowchart illustrating resumption of cach-
ing after detection of a solid state device, in accordance with
an embodiment of the present disclosure. The process 600,
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however, is exemplary. The process 600 can be altered, e.g.,
by having stages added, changed, removed, or rearranged.

At stage 602, a cache device such as for example, a SSD,
may be detected. Cache management software may detect
cache device status changes or receive notifications of such
changes. For example, cache management software may
detect or receive notification of a cache device failure or a
cache device coming online. A Small Computer System Inter-
face (SCSI) notifier function or a fibre channel Registered
State Change Notification (RSCN) may fire. Cache manage-
ment software may implement a device notifier handler to
react to such events.

According to some embodiments, an alternative or an addi-
tional notification mechanism may be implemented. A device
manager subsystem may be notified when cache device 60 is
removed. For example, in a Linux™ implementation a udev
subsystem may be notified via a netlink socket. Scripts or
other executable code may be triggered in response to the
device manager notification which notify cache management
software.

At stage 604 upon detection of a cache device, caching
management software may determine if a memory size of
cache device is the same as previously allocated. If a cache
device is the same size as a cache previously allocated, the
method 600 may continue at stage 612. According to some
embodiments, if a memory size is different from the cache
previously allocated, an error may be returned. According to
other embodiments, if a cache device is a different size the
method 600 may continue at stage 606.

Cache management software may receive an indication of
apartition on a solid state device to use for caching, a storage
size indication, or another indicator of an available amount of
cache space on a solid state device. According to one or more
embodiments, cache management software may adjust an
amount of data cached according to an amount of cache space
available on a detected solid state device. At stage 606, cache
management software may determine whether an amount of
storage space available on a detected solid state device is less
than or greater than an expected storage space size (e.g., a
prior cache size). At stage 608, cache management software
may decrease an amount of data cached if a cache device size
is smaller than expected. At stage 610, cache management
software may increase an amount of data cached if a cache
device size is larger than expected.

At stage 612, the cache device may be reinitialized. Cache
management software may treat a cache device as if it were a
cold cache.

At stage 614, upon completion of reinitialization, cache
management software may set a cache mode from uncached
to cached. After the mode change, /O requests received by
cache management software may be directed to the cache
device.

Other embodiments are within the scope and spirit of the
invention. For example, the functionality described above can
be implemented using software, hardware, firmware, hard-
wiring, or combinations of any of these. One or more com-
puter processors operating in accordance with instructions
may implement the functions associated with managing use
of cache devices in accordance with the present disclosure as
described above. If such is the case, it is within the scope of
the present disclosure that such instructions may be stored on
one or more non-transitory processor readable storage media
(e.g., amagnetic disk or other storage medium). Additionally,
modules implementing functions may also be physically
located at various positions, including being distributed such
that portions of functions are implemented at different physi-
cal locations.
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The present disclosure is not to be limited in scope by the
specific embodiments described herein. Indeed, other various
embodiments of and modifications to the present disclosure,
in addition to those described herein, will be apparent to those
of ordinary skill in the art from the foregoing description and
accompanying drawings. Thus, such other embodiments and
modifications are intended to fall within the scope of the
present disclosure. Further, although the present disclosure
has been described herein in the context of a particular imple-
mentation in a particular environment for a particular pur-
pose, those of ordinary skill in the art will recognize that its
usefulness is not limited thereto and that the present disclo-
sure may be beneficially implemented in any number of envi-
ronments for any number of purposes. Accordingly, the
claims set forth below should be construed in view of the full
breadth and spirit of the present disclosure as described
herein.

What is claimed is:

1. A method for managing caching use of a first solid state
device and a second solid state device comprising:

receiving, at a host device, a first notification of failure of a

first solid state device that is configured to operate as a
cache memory device;

setting, using a computer processor, a cache mode to

uncached in response to the first notification;

directing input/output (I/O) requests to uncached storage

based on the cache mode setting of uncached;
wherein in the event an input/output (I/O) request is sent
prior to cache failure and not returned prior to the failure
of the solid state device, the input/output (I/O) request
may be retried and handled by uncached storage without
disrupting the host device;
receiving, at the host device, a second notification indicat-
ing that the second solid state device, configured to
operate as a cache memory device, has been detected;

comparing, upon the detection of the second solid state
device, a storage size of the second solid state device and
a storage size of the first solid state device;

when the storage size of the second solid state device is
different from the storage size of the first solid state
device, adjusting an amount of data to be cached in the
second solid state device;

initializing the second solid state device; and

receiving, at the host device, information about a process

sending the I/O requests; and

excluding the I/O requests in caching statistics based on the

process sending the I/O requests.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the uncached storage
comprises disk based storage.

3. The method of claim 1, further comprising, when the
storage size of the second solid state device is less than the
storage size of the first solid state device, decreasing the
amount of data to be cached according to the storage size of
the second solid state device.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein decreasing of the
amount of data to be cached is performed by cache manage-
ment software of the host device.

5. The method of claim 1, further comprising, when the
storage size of the second solid state device is greater than the
storage size of the first solid state device, increasing the
amount of data to be cached according to the storage size of
the second solid state device.

6. The method of claim 5, wherein increasing of the amount
of data to be cached is performed by cache management
software of the host device.

7. The method of claim 1, wherein the host device com-
prises at least one of: an enterprise server, a database server, a
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workstation, a computer, a mobile phone, a game device, a
personal digital assistant (PDA), an email/text messaging
device, a digital camera, a digital media (e.g., MP3) player, a
GPS navigation device, and a TV system.

8. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

upon detection of the second solid state device, setting the

cache mode to cached; and

directing input/output requests to the second solid state

device based on the cache mode setting of cached.

9. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

receiving, at the host device, at least one additional notifi-

cation of failure of the first solid state device; and
ignoring the at least one additional notification of failure of
the first solid state device.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein excluding the 1/O
requests in caching statistics based on the process comprises
excluding, from the caching statistics, /O requests generated
by one of a virus scan, a backup process, an archive process,
a software installation, or a software upgrade.

11. A computer program product comprised of a series of
instructions executable on a computer, the computer program
product performing a process for managing caching use of a
first solid state device and a second solid state device, the
computer program product implementing the steps of:

receiving, at a host device, a first notification of failure of

the first solid state device that is configured to operate as
a cache memory device;

setting a cache mode to uncached in response to the first

notification;

directing input/output (I/O) requests to uncached storage

based on the cache mode setting of uncached;

wherein in the event an input/output (I/O) request is sent

prior to cache failure and not returned prior to the failure
of the first solid state device, the input/output (I/O)
request may be retried and handled by uncached storage
without disrupting the host device;

receiving a second notification indicating that the second

solid state device, configured to operate as a cache
memory device, has been detected;
comparing, upon the detection of the second solid state
device, a storage size of the second solid state device and
a storage size of the first solid state device;

when the storage size of the second solid state device is
different from the storage size of the first solid state
device, adjusting an amount of data to be cached in the
second solid state device;
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initializing the second solid state device; and

receiving, at the host device, information about a process

sending the I/O requests; and

excluding the I/O requests in caching statistics based on the

process sending the I/O requests.

12. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the uncached storage comprises disk based storage.

13. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
when the storage size of the second solid state device is less
than the storage size of the first solid state device, an amount
of'data cached is decreased according to the storage size of the
second solid state device.

14. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
when the storage size of the second solid state device is
greater than the storage size of the first solid state device, an
amount of data cached is increased according to the storage
size of the second solid state device.

15. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the computer program product comprises cache management
software of the host device.

16. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the host device comprises at least one of: an enterprise server,
a database server, a workstation, a computer, a mobile phone,
a game device, a personal digital assistant (PDA), an email/
text messaging device, a digital camera, a digital media (e.g.,
MP3) player, a GPS navigation device, and a TV system.

17. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the second notification of the second solid state device is
received from a device manager of the host device.

18. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the computer program implements the steps of:

upon detection of the second solid state device, setting the

cache mode to cached; and

directing input/output requests to the second solid state

device based on the cache mode setting of cached.

19. The computer program product of claim 11, wherein
the computer program implements the steps of:

receiving, at the host device, at least one additional notifi-

cation of failure of the first solid state device; and
ignoring the at least one additional notification of failure of
the first solid state device.
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